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Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry 
By: Mildred D. Taylor 

 
When you read or listen to language, it is helpful to visualize what you are seeing. You are making a 
picture (or movie) in your head. Your picture has to have details – what, color, number, size, shape, 
where, motion, mood, texture, sound, when, background, perspective – in order to help you remember, 
interpret, and analyze what you read. 
 
Use this copy to make your own notes about Cassie, what is happening around her, and how she and the 
people around her are feeling. You may add your notes in words or pictures. You may also add details to 
the pictures provided. 
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What	  do	  you	  picture	  for	  this	  scene?	  Think	  of	  the	  colors	  you	  see,	  the	  sounds	  your	  hear,	  the	  mood	  and	  
feeling	  in	  the	  air.	  Who	  do	  you	  see,	  what	  do	  you	  see?	  What	  colors?	  How	  many?	  Where	  is	  the	  scene?	  
What’s	  in	  the	  background?	  What’s	  happening?	  What’s	  the	  movement?	  What	  time	  of	  day	  is	  it?	  What	  
shapes	  do	  you	  see?	  	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
Notes:	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Roll	  of	  Thunder,	  Hear	  My	  Cry	  
By:	  Mildred	  D.	  Taylor	  

	  

Adapted	  by	  Jessica	  Weldon,	  MA,	  CCC-‐SLP	  –	  For	  educational	  use	  only	   Page	  9	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Sketch:	  who	  is	  in	  this	  scene?	  Where	  are	  they?	  What	  is	  in	  the	  background?	  What	  colors	  do	  you	  see?	  
What	  sounds	  do	  you	  hear?	  What	  is	  the	  movement?	  
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Add	  details	  to	  the	  picture	  above	  to	  make	  it	  match	  the	  scene.	  
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How	  is	  Stacey	  feeling?	  Draw	  his	  expression.	  
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Draw	  the	  details	  of	  the	  meeting:	  when,	  where,	  who.	  

	  

	  
Notes:	  
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Add	  Mr.	  Grimes	  and	  the	  stranded	  students	  to	  the	  scene.	  
	  

	  

	  
Notes:	  
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Now	  how	  do	  you	  think	  Stacey,	  Cassie,	  Christopher-‐John,	  and	  Little	  Man	  are	  feeling?	  Draw	  their	  
expressions.	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Discuss.	  How	  would	  Big	  Ma	  and	  Mama	  react	  if	  they	  knew	  what	  the	  kids	  had	  done?	  
How	  would	  Papa	  react	  if	  he	  knew	  what	  the	  kids	  had	  done?	  
How	  would	  their	  teachers	  react?	  
How	  would	  the	  bus	  driver	  react?	  
How	  would	  the	  white	  students	  react?	  
How	  would	  the	  white	  people	  in	  the	  community	  react?	  
	  
Notes:	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


