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Before We Were Free 
By: Julia Alvarez 

 
Reminder: When you read or listen to language, it is helpful to visualize what you are seeing. You are 
making a picture (or movie) in your head. Your picture has to have details – what, color, number, size, 
shape, where, motion, mood, texture, sound, when, background, perspective – in order to help you 
remember, interpret, and analyze what you read. 
 
Use this copy to make your own notes about Anita, what is happening around her, and how she and the 
people around her are feeling. You may add your notes in words or pictures.  
 
You may be responsible for creating some of your own pictures in this section. Remember to add the 
details listed above. You may have to use your imagination for some details if they are not stated in the 
story. You can always go back and change them if you learn new information. Pictures must be in color. 
 
When you are drawing your own pictures, remember: 
 Include as many details as you can:  

1. WHAT (people, objects that you see) 
 2. COLOR (color of the objects that you see) 
 3. NUMBER (how many people, how many of each object) 
 4. SIZE (size of people, objects) 
 5. SHAPE (shape of objects, room/space) 
 6. WHERE (location/setting, position of people/objects) 
 7. MOTION (what are the people doing?) 

8. MOOD (how are they feeling?) 
9. WHEN (time of day, season) 
10. BACKGROUND (what or who is behind the people/main focus?) 
11. SOUND (what sounds can be heard) 
12. PERSPECTIVE (are you looking from the side, top, front?) 
13. TEXTURE (how do the objects/materials feel)  
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CHAPTER 3 – SECRET SANTAS 

 
 

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
Notes:	  
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What	  does	  Oscar	  look	  like?	  Draw	  him.	  How	  does	  Anita	  feel	  when	  she	  gets	  his	  name?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Notes:	  
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How	  does	  the	  class	  feel	  about	  the	  canceled	  Secret	  Santa?	  How	  does	  the	  teacher	  feel?	  How	  do	  the	  
parents	  feel?	  Draw	  the	  expressions	  of	  Amy,	  Ms.	  Brown,	  Anita,	  and	  the	  Dominican	  parents.	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
Notes:	  
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What	  is	  each	  person	  saying	  in	  the	  argument?	  Add	  their	  words	  to	  the	  drawing.	  

	  

	  
Notes:	  
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How	  do	  Anita’s	  parents	  feel	  now	  that	  the	  Secret	  Santa	  has	  been	  canceled?	  	  

	  
	  
Notes:	  
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Draw	  your	  own	  image	  of	  an	  embargo.	  
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Draw	  the	  scene.	  Where	  is	  Anita?	  Where	  is	  Papi?	  What	  are	  they	  doing?	  
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What	  does	  Anita’s	  cake	  look	  like?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Notes:	  
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What	  is	  Anita	  getting	  for	  Christmas?	  Draw	  it.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Notes:	  
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Draw	  Monsito	  in	  the	  market:	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Notes:	  
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How	  is	  Chucha	  feeling?	  How	  is	  Papi	  feeling?	  How	  is	  Anita	  feeling?	  
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Draw	  Papi	  looking	  at	  El	  Jefe’s	  painting:	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Notes:	  
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On	  the	  next	  page,	  draw	  the	  scene	  of	  Tio	  Toni’s	  house	  in	  the	  distance.	  Be	  sure	  to	  
include	  the	  details	  of:	  time	  of	  day,	  surroundings	  (background),	  colors,	  etc.	  
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